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To all whom 1t may concern :

Be it known that I, THOMAS A. EDISON, of
Menlo Parlk, in" the county of Middlesex and
State of New Jersey, have invented a new and
useful Improvement in Turn-Tables for Elec-
tric Railways, (Case No. 430;) and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full and exact
description of the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of reference marked thereon.

The object of this invention is to provide a
turn-table suitable for use with an electric rail-
way in which the current actuating the trains
is conducted to them tbrough the rails of the
track, which furn-table shall be so connected

. that there will be no danger of a short circuit
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when it is moved, and so that a car can be run
onto the table and, after being reversed, re-
ceive current to move it off again.

My invention is illustrated in the aecom-
panying drawings, in which Figure 1 is a top
view of the turn-table, and Fig. 2 a vertical
section of the same,

The turn-table cousists of a frame-work; A,
pivoted at its center B, and supported on four
rollers, C C and D D, which ran on a circular
metallic track composed of two sections, F F,
electrieally divided from each other by means
of two short insnlated sections, G H, which,
however, must be long enough not to allow a
short circnit between the parts E F when the
rollers pass from one to the other. Opposite
rollers C Gy are connected to therails I J of
the turn-table, respectively,and the stationary
rail K is econnected to-the section B of the cir-
cular track, whilestationaryrail Lis connected
to the section I, sucli connections being made
by wires, as shown, or in any other saitable
manner. The rollers D D, however, are insu-
lated from all the rails.

It will be seen that a car may be rnn onto
theturn-table, and will receive current through
the circular track and the rollers C C, and after

| such car is reversed, on the eireunit being com-

pleted to the armature of the electric motor on
the car, (such circnit being of course broken
while the car is being turned around,) current
will reach the car in the same way to remove
it from the turn-table again.

‘What I elaim is— .

1. In electric railways, the combination, with
the stationary rails acting as conductors, of a
tarn-table and electrical connections of the
stationary rails aronnd the turn-table, where-
by the flow of enrrent through the stationary
rails is not affected by the movement of the
turn-table, sabstantially as set forth.

2. Tuelectric railways, the combination, with
the stationary rails acting as.condnectors, of a
tarn-table, electrical connections of thestation-
ary rails around the tarn-table, and electrical
connections with the rails of the turn-table for
supplying the same with currents, substan-
tially as set forth. -

3. In a turn-table for electric railways, th
combination of the cireular track divided into
two electrically-insnlated sections, the rollers
running on said track, and the turn-table rails
carried by said rollers, one pair of diagonally-
opposite rollers being electrically connected
with such rails, as shown, substantially as set
forth. '

4. Inan electrie-railway turn-table, the eircu-
lar metallie track divided into two electrically-
insulated sections, each of such sections being
electrically connected with one line of the sta-
tionary rails, in combination with electrical
connections between such sectionsand therails
of the turn-table, substantially as set forth.

This specification signed and witnessed this
9th day of June, 1882, ' :

THOS. A. EDISON,

. Witnesses:
Ricap. N, DYER,
Epwarp H. PyaTT,
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